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Heath Protected In Exchange For Devastated Wetlands

Saco Heath Preserve Expands
S

aco Heath Preserve has grown by 247
acres - thanks to innovative think
ing by state officials, flexibility on the
part of a federal agency, the resourceful
ness of private business, and the ability
of the Conservancy to bring them all
together.
It is a happy ending to a story that be
gan in 1959 with a tannery’s toxic wastes
and some wetlands two miles from the
Heath that nobody seemed to care about.
Devastation
For two decades, the now-defunct
Saco Tannery had dumped solvents, ac
ids, chromium sludge and other wastes
at a 223-acre site off Flag Pond Road in
Saco. In 1983, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) identified the
site as one of the most seriously polluted
in the nation, a Superfund site. As part
of the long cleanup effort, 57 separate
dumping stations were addressed at the
site and two chromium-contaminated
lagoons were capped in plastic and bur
ied under 3Vi feet of sand and gravel.
Today, the site is surrounded by a sixfoot-high chain link fence that is strung
with barbed wire and posted with warn
ing signs every 50 feet. No one is allowed
to visit the site, develop the land, dig
into the soil, use its water, hunt, trap or
fish. Included in this wasteland were 10
wetland acres destroyed beyond recall.
Challenge
Federal law requires states to make up
for such wetland losses on a roughly 1
to 1 ratio, and recommends doing this
by creating new wetlands, an expensive
and still experim ental undertaking.
Maine law sets a different standard. In
Maine, wetland destruction requires

The State of Maine purchased 247 acres on Saco Heath to mitigate for wetlands
destroyed at a nearby Superfund cleanup site. The Conservancy accepted title and
responsibility for managing the peatland as part of its Saco Heath Preserve.
mitigation at the rate of 8 acres for every
acre lost. And where the EPA specifies
creation of new wetlands as a first choice,
Maine regulators have said preservation
of threatened wetlands works best.
That is the course Commissioner Dean
Marriott and his staff at the Maine De
partment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) chose in Saco. Nationwide, no
other Superfund mitigation had been
handled in this way.
Solution
The EPA studied the State’s proposal
carefully, debating it inhouse before giv
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ing it a green light. In July 1992, the
DEP turned to the Conservancy for a
list of area wetlands facing the most
immediate threat. At the top of the list
was a 247-acre tract on Saco Heath,
slightly over two miles west of the
Superfund site. The property had been
mined for peat since 1977, although
relatively little peat had been extracted
over the years. That was about to
change: the current owners, Flag Pond
Associates and Bog-a-Boo Inc., both of
Connecticut, had plans to dramatically
Continued on page two
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very year thousands of wetland acres
are impacted or destroyed in this
country by human activities. State and
federal laws require that such impacts be
minimized to the greatest extent possible,
and that unavoidable impacts on wet
lands be mitigated in other ways.
Over the last decade, federal regulatory
agencies generally required that wetland
acres destroyed by development be miti
gated through the creation of artificial
wetlands nearby. Unfortunately, recreat
ing Mother Nature has proven to be an
elusive goal. Recent studies from several

sive to create - are not effectively function
ing as wetlands and are of little environ
mental benefit.
This has sparked interest in finding a bet
ter way to compensate for unavoidable wet
land losses. Maine is at the forefront of this
effort, as the Saco Heath project demon
strates. Ten acres of wetlands were utterly
destroyed as a result of the now-defunct
Saco Tannery dumping toxic wastes at a site
near the Saco Heath for nearly two decades.
By simply following the formula, the State
might well have created a pseudo-wetland,
perhaps not much more than a common cat
tail swamp. Seeking a more creative and en
vironmentally meaningful solution, the
Maine Department of Environmental Pro
tection approached The Nature Conser
vancy.
The result is the permanent protection of
160 acres of ecologically significant
peatland at Saco Heath, wetlands which
themselves were imminently threatened by
development. By preserving this land, the

State removed the most serious threat
to the rest of the Heath as well, since
large-scale mining on this portion
would necessarily have altered the hy
drology of the balance.
We applaud the leadership of the
Maine Department of Environmental
Protection and of the U.S. Environmen
tal Protection Agency and look forward
to helping them preserve more of
Maine’s endangered wetlands.

The Saco Tannery Pits site is a
wasteland surrounded by chain link
fence and wanting signs.

Heath Protected
Continued from page one

accelerate the pace of mining beginning
in 1994. When the Conservancy was asked
to open negotiations on behalf of the State
for the Flag Pond property, estimates of
the peatland's value varied widely and ne
gotiators faced a myriad of thorny issues.
There were times over the next 18 months
when everyone questioned whether a deal
could be struck. The questioning ended
in late December.
“Buyers and sellers worked hard to
strike a deal that made both good envi
ronmental sense and good business sense,”
says Maine Chapter Executive Director
Kent Wommack.
“It worked because the DEP was deeply
committed to bringing about the best con
servation outcome possible and because
the business people were willing to work
with us in exploring all their options. Ul
timately they decided to sell the property
well below its fair market value.”
The selling price of $580,000 was 66
percent of the appraised value. An ap
praisal this summer had valued the land
at $875,000, noting the valid mining per
mit and the potential for extracting ap
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The addition of 247 acres to the Saco Heath Preserve provides greater security for the
thousand-acre heath. It also adds substantially to The Nature Conservancy's responsibili
ties. The Maine Chapter must now raise an additional $75,000 in stewardship endow
ment.

proximately three million cubic yards of
marketable horicultural peat.
At the closing in late December 1993, the
property was conveyed to the State and then

immediately to The Nature Conservancy,
which will protect the peatland in per
petuity as part of the Saco Heath Preserve.
The Maine Chapter is now raising an ad-

While the newly-acquired Flag Pond tract
on Saco Heath bears the marks of recent
peat mining activity, State action has come
in time to prevent further mining on this
special peatland.

A large stand of Atlantic white cedar
thrives amid hummocks and pools. Older
cedars sketch graceful geometr ic patterns
against the sky.

ditional $75,000 endowment to fund our
site management and stewardship work.
The Maine Department of Environmen
tal Protection deserves high praise for its
decision to take a fresh look at Superfund
mitigation.
"They could have chosen an easier
path, but they chose instead to turn this
mitigation requirement into an opportu-

nity to protect forever a very special part
of the Maine landscape," says Wommack.
1,000-acre Saco Heath is a special type
of peatland known as a raised coalesced
bog.
In other words, the bog's domed surface
has grown above the influence of the lo
cal water table (raised) and the bog, as it
appears today, formed when two domes

that began separately in adjacent basins
gradually joined together (coalesced).
Raised bogs are found throughout Canada
and the northern United States, where cool
temperatures and steady precipitation
maintain plenty of moisture. Saco Heath
is the southernmost example pf a raised
coalesced bog in Maine and possibly in
North America. Its origins trace back
12,000 years to the time when glacial ac
tion scoured the earth creating its adjoin
ing basins.
Saco Heath, and particularly the newly
acquired tract, hosts large stands of Atlan
tic white cedar, a tree which is near the
northern extreme of its range here and is
also unusual on this type of peatland. The
cedar is the exclusive host for the rare
Hessel's hairstreak butterfly. Other flora
found here include sphagnum mosses, car
nivorous pitcher plants and sundews,
cranberries, leatherleaf, Labrador tea,
blueberries, cotton grass, white pine and
a variety of sedges.
With the addition of the Flag Pond
Road property, the Conservancy now owns
and manages over 830 acres of Saco Heath
and its surrounding uplands.
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Turtle Treks
and
Vernal Pools
er name was EB60 and she looked
like a radio-controlled racing turtle.
Hissing, and craning her neck upwards,
the eight-inch-long Blanding's turtle eyed
me with misgiving. Her high-domed cara
pace, the shape and color of a World War
1 military helmet, had the number 60
painted in green both front and back. On
one side of the shell, and encased in trans
lucent brown dental acrylic, was a small
radio transmitter, trailing six inches of
antenna, also glued in place.
1 could see this because Lisa Joyal, a
University of Maine graduate student, had
pulled aside the four inches of leaf litter
into which EB60 had burrowed (EB is
short for Emydoidea blandingi). Joyal is
conducting research for the Maine Depart
ment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife on
the life cycles - and lifestyles - of Blanding’s
and Spotted Turtles in a secluded study
area in southern Maine.
The Nature Conservancy is following
the research with interest: much of the ter
ritory we have helped the Land For
Maine’s Future Board protect around
Mount Agamenticus in southern Maine is
significant habitat for these turtles (see
page 7).
Unlike painted or snapping turtles, sur
prisingly little is known about these rep
tiles. Both Blanding’s and spotted turtles
are rare in Maine, although relatively more
numerous in this lightly developed study

H

Listening for turtles, Joyal and Cota stand
in the dry bed of a vernal pool.
In spring these seasonal pools teem with
amphibians and insects - and hungry
turtles. For much of the rest of the
year, the value of these dry beds
remains more than meets the eye.
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EB60 displays her winning personality: "She was feisty last year and she’s feisty this
year too,” says turtle researcher Lisa Joyal.
area. A chief concern is threats to their
habitat, which includes what most of us
would recognize as traditional wetlands,
but also vernal pools and upland areas
seldom used by other water turtles.
On our way to find EB60, we had
walked through the beds of several vernal
pools. They were not much to look at. It
was late August and these seasonal pools
had long since dried out. Some still had
reeds growing here or there. Others bore

little beyond an outline to recall the spring
when their waters teem with amphibians.
That, says Lisa Joyal, is a problem. By
late summer, the pools are scruffy and bar
ren, and they are too small for state pro
tection under current wetlands legislation
(although federal laws could help if en
forced). Few would think twice about bull
dozing a vernal pool, driving a skidder
through one or cutting trees around it.
“It is hard to believe now,” says Joyal,
“but in the spring you can hardly move
your foot without stepping on a sala
mander or tadpole or an egg cluster of
some sort. We think that’s why the turtles
come to these pools. There are no fish with
which to compete for food. And, for soli
tary creatures, it may be where they meet
their mates.”
Standing in the midst of one of these
dried pool beds was her research partner
Loren Cota. His posture suggested an elec
tronic Statue of Liberty lost in the woods.
His right arm was stretched above his head
and the object in his hand could easily
have been mistaken for a miniaturized

television antenna. Strung around his neck
was a box like a geiger counter. Cota was
tracking turtles. The closer he got, the
louder his transmitter beeped.
He radio-locates the turtles every three
days. In the interim, the researchers spend
hours scanning fens and marshes with bin
oculars, sometimes from tree limbs high
above the pools. That’s when the numbers
painted so brightly on the turtles’ shells
really help.
EB60 was the first turtle we visited. The
second was a spotted turtle with yellow
numbers on her shell. Spotted turtles grow
to just under five inches in length, maybe
ten ounces in weight. Their shells, necks
and appendages are decorated with the
yellow and orange spots for which they
are named. This turtle, like EB60, had bur
rowed beneath dead leaves, under a log and surprisingly far from water.
It was estivating, explained Joyal, engag
ing in a sort of mid-summer hibernation
these turtles engage in for two weeks or a
month after the excitement of mating and
egg laying is behind them. They may just
be avoiding the heat, but exactly why they
do this and what and whether they eat dur
ing this time are among the many ques
tions Joyal and Cota are trying to answer.

A mismatch of style and science, the
turtle’s shell is painted with large numbers
and fitted with a radio transmitter. Both
are temporary. More permanent markings
are notches carved into the lower scutes.
Researchers use those to identify old
friends when they emerge from winter
hibernation.

They study the two species simulta
neously because Blanding’s and spotted
turtles share habitat - and some habits although they tend to ignore each other’s
presence. The turtles studied are nearly
all 10 years old or older, the age at which
they begin to reproduce. (Spotted turtles
can live over 40 years; Blanding’s have
made it past 70.) The researchers say they
would study younger turtles if they could
find them. There are three to nine eggs
per nest in this study area, but where the
poker-chip-sized hatchlings go and how
they spend the next decade is a mystery.
“The only juvenile we’ve seen in three
years of research was flattened on a paved
road,” laments Joyal. “From what we’ve
seen, raccoons, skunks, fox and fishers are
less a threat to these turtles than are cars.”
One thing is certain, these turtles can
travel. In a season, Blanding’s can cover

up to 4 miles between their winter hiber
nation site, vernal pools (where they feed,
meet and mate), upland nest sites, and a
series of other stops including pools, fens,
swamps and leaf-strewn forest floors. Last
summer, EB60 climbed a 600-foot hill a
mile from where we found her. Spotted
turtles can make a loop of about a mile
and a half in a season, quite a trek for a
creature less than five inches long. On the
other hand, some turtles just stay home.
What separates the homebodies from the
trekkers? Joyal thinks it might just be tem
perament.
“The turtles definitely have their own
personalities,” she says. “Some seem rather
resigned to our presence. They are placid
and cooperative. Others are like EB60. She
was feisty last year and she’s feisty this year
too.”
Continued on page six

Surrounded by button bush,
this permanent fen is home
to peripatetic Blanding's and
spotted turtles. The turtles
spend the winter hibernating
beneath the mud. Startled on a
summer day, they head for
the bottom as well. Above,
Lisa Joyal reaches for a
Blanding's turtle that
took just that route.
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Turtle Treks
Continued from page five
Pugnacious or congenial, their territory
is at risk. Wetlands in general need pro
tection. Vernal pools are seasonal and,
frankly, less than inspiring to look at by
midsummer. Few realize the turtle’s de
pendence on uplands. And their penchant
for travel is just beginning to be under
stood.
Finally, the extent of human incursions
into their habitat can be seen in the fact
that so many turtles now lay eggs in flower
beds, lawns and along the shoulders of
graded dirt roads. Added to the threat of
habitat loss is the threat posed by poach
ers. Blandings and spotted turtles can
bring as much as $400 apiece on the black
market, one reason the state is careful not
to identify the locations of its study areas.
Protecting Blanding’s and spotted
turtles begins with the work of research
ers like Joyal and Cota. The more they
learn, the better able The Nature Conser
vancy and the Maine Department of In
land Fisheries and Wildlife will be at pro
tecting and managing the waters - and the
land - these turtles need to survive.
Bruce Kidman

Loren Cota and Lisa Joyal examine EB60’s lower shell (plastron). Telling a turtle's age is
like reading the rings on a tree - up to a point. By the time these turtles reach 30 years of
age, the growth rings on the plastron become worn and progressively finer, making them
difficult, and eventually impossible, for researchers to read.

Hersey Cove
Eagles Gain
More Protection

Together, Hersey Point (at
top) and Coggins Head
define Hersey Cove, and
together they harbor two of
the State's most productive
bald eagles.

C

oggins Head and Hersey Point
define the boundaries of Hersey
Cove, an expanse of tidal mudflat in the
upper reaches of Cobscook Bay.
These mudflats provide important feed- g
ing grounds for a variety of waterfowls. j
However the Conservancy’s purpose in ac- §
cepting a generous gift of 56 acres at
Coggins Head in 1982 was to protect the
habitat of a pair of Maine’s most produc Pennamaquan River. The purchase was
tive bald eagles. This fall, with the acqui funded in part with a matching grant from
sition of 28 additional acres on nearby the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.
Hersey Point, the Conservancy has secured The grant also helped secure several other
the alternative nesting site used by these critical properties on Cobscook Bay, in
eagles.
cluding Hog Island, Wilbur Neck, and
The Hersey Point land was purchased South Lubec Sand Bar.
from Sverre and Henny Ulvestad of Staten
As was clearly the case on Hersey Point,
Island, summer residents of Pembroke a landowner’s commitment to conservation
since the 1970s. It consists of a narrow is often pivotal in protecting property. To
forested peninsula with over 6,000 feet of complete this transaction, the Ulvestads
rugged shoreline on Hersey Cove and the and two neighboring landowners agreed
6-Maine Legacy, Winter 1994

on the location ot common property lines
through a survey and a boundary line
agreement, an exercise that required the
active cooperation of all involved.
The Conservancy is most grateful to the
Ulvestads and their neighbors, Romantha
Burow Shaw, Janice Batron Laughlin and
Shirley Batron for working together to
protect Hersey Point, and to surveyor
Julien Girard of Milbridge for his assis
tance in completing the boundary line
agreement.

Option On
Turtle Habitat
n late October, the Maine Chapter se
cured a six-month purchase option from
the Moore’s Falls Corporation on a 250acre tract of land abutting the State’s hold
ings at Mount Agamenticus. The State of
Maine, through the Land for Maine’s Fu
ture Board (LMFB), has acquired over
1,200 acres around Mount Agamenticus
in York and South Berwick in the last three
years, with the Maine Chapter serving as
the lead negotiator.
In recent years, the State Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife has deter
mined that the Mount Agamenticus area
provides some of the most important habi
tat in the state for spotted and Blanding’s
turtles. The Moore’s Falls tract in particu
lar has some of the most heavily used wet
lands for these species. The excellent turtle
habitat adds to the great diversity of plant
species and ecosystem types already
known to exist in this area.
The Chapter took the lead in securing a
purchase option on the tract because of a

I

pending change in ownership of the
Moore’s Falls Corporation. The option will
survive any ownership change, and
thereby preserves the possibility of LMFB
and Conservancy involvement in a pur
chase of this land.
The purchase price will be negotiated
on the basis of the final surveyed acreage
of the property. The Great Works Land

Fens such as this,
along with seasonal
pools and forested
uplands, provide
habitat for spotted and
Blanding's turtles.

;

1>

Threats To
Turtle Habitats
sometimes wonder if conser
People
vationists cry wolf a little too eas

Maine Chapter
Summer Jobs
following positions, made possible
Thein part
by the Richard Saltonstall Jr.

Memorial Endowment, are available with
the Maine Chapter this summer. The dead
line for applications is March 11, 1994.
For complete job descriptions and infor
mation on how to apply, please call the
Chapter office at (207) 729-5181.

i

Stewardship Assistant:
June 1 to August 30, Brunswick, $6.00/hr.
Preserve Assistant:
June 17 to August 19, Saco, $6.50/hr.
Damariscove Island Caretaker/Naturalist:
Two positions, June 8 to September 6,
Boothbay, $2,500 per position.
Plover/Tern Warden:
May 3 to August 15 (25/hrs/wk, full time
pending funding availability) mid-coast
Maine, $6.50/hr.

Trust, a local land conservation organiza
tion based in South Berwick, has agreed
to raise over $7,000 to pay for the neces
sary boundary survey. When the survey
work is complete, the Conservancy will
work with its public and private partners
to secure any additional funding needed
to make this key addition to the State’s
holdings at Mount Agamenticus.

Showing the hands-on skills needed for
managing special lands are Peter Knauss,
Executive Director of the Damariscotta
River Association (DRA), and Rebecca
Brown, Treasurer and Trustee for DRA. The
Conservancy has recently entered into
management agreements with both DRA
and the Upper St. John Land Trust
(USJLT). DRA will manage our Plummer
Point Preserve in South Bristol, while
continuing to monitor the Plummer Point
Easement and Transfer. The USJLT will
assume similar responsibilities for the
Conservancy’s Rocky Island Preserve in St.
Francis. Management agreements help
local land trusts gain valuable experience
and visibility, and provide the Conservancy
with able partners and a consistent
presence.

ily. The Turtle Treks article on the pre
ceding pages highlights threats to ver
nal pools and other habitat necessary
for the survival of Blanding's and spot
ted turtles and likely many other spe
cies. But just how real is the threat?
The article was written this fall and,
on the very day it was completed, York
County newspapers reported the bull
dozing of an emergent wetland that
state researchers had called the most
plentiful spotted turtle habitat ever dis
covered in Maine. The landowner, ap
parently aware of the pool’s signifi
cance as turtle habitat and even of the
State's interest, bulldozed the site to
make a larger watering hole for his
livestock.
Are the turtles there out of luck? Pos
sibly. State officials hope to gain the
landowner’s permission to attempt
revegetation, but even that may not
help.
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VOLUNTEERS'.VOLUNTEERS
Volunteer Classifieds

V

olunteers are performing an increas
ingly important part of Nature Con
servancy work in Maine. The more vol
unteers involved, the more we accom
plish. If you would like to make a real dif
ference in conserving Maine land, please
consider signing on in one of the follow
ing positions:

Volunteer Wes Ackley lays down the initial
line of fire at the first of the fall’s prescribed
bums at the Kennebunk Plains. At right, vol
unteer Tony French dampens the outside bor
der of the bum while Science and Steward
ship Director Julie Flenderson, right back
ground, supervises. Like environmental
moths attracted to the flame, conservation
friends and colleagues came not only from
Maine but from Vermont and Massachusetts
as well when the Maine Chapter sent out a
request for volunteers to help conduct the
burns. The Conservancy's Massachusetts
Chapter was represented by their Director
of Science and Stewardship, Tim Simmons,
and Assistant Director of Science and Stew
ardship Julie Richberg. Also from the Bay
State was Pat Swain of the Massachusetts
Natural Heritage Program, Jeanne Ander
son and Peter Dunwiddie of Massachusetts
Audubon, amd Jim MacDougall of Essex
County Greenbelt Association. From our
Vermont Chapter came Mark DesMeules,
also a Director of Science and Stewardship.
Volunteers from the great State of Maine in
cluded Nancy McReel, Rosita Moore, Tamara
Stockwell, Charlie Todd, Peter Vickery, An
drea Sulzer and Stephen Naimey.

Preserve Stewards to adopt a pre
serve and monitor visitor use, maintain
trails and boundaries, post signs, remove
litter and submit an annual status report.
(Boat transportation is required for island
preserves.) Stewards are needed for:
Musquash Pond, Jefferson; Stone Island,
Machiasport; Ledgewood Preserve,
Georgetown; and Hersey Cove, Pembroke.
Substitute Plover Tern Wardens

to fill in for the regular warden at Seawall
Beach, Phippsburg, at least one day be
tween May and August. Must be diplo
matic communicators willing to educate
visitors about beach policies and enjoy
long walks on an uncrowded beach.
Saco Heath Docents are needed
to lead weekly educational trips on the
Saco Heath boardwalk for school and civic
groups.
N ew spaper C lippers help the
Chapter track conservation news around
the state. We are interested in finding clip
pers for all weekly newspapers and sev-

For the past three years, Helen Boynton has been volunteering her time to the Science
and Stewardship department, organizing maps and aerial photographs, creating and
maintaining field files, and preparing mailings. Helen and her husband David live
nearby in Brunswick and are Maine Chapter field trip veterans. Among other office
volunteers are Karla Powers, a Bowdoin College student, who reviewed and updated the
Chapter’s conservation easement program, and Betsy Banks, who updated preserve
management plans. There are a lot more volunteers we look forward
to recognizing in upcoming newsletters.
8-Maine Legacy, Winter 1994

eral dailies, including the Lewiston Sun/
journal. Central Maine Morning Sentinel,
and Kennebec lournal.
Office Assistants to work a regu
lar schedule of 4 hours a week to answer
phones, respond to inquiries, and provide
administrative support to staff. (It’s a great
way to learn about the Conservancy.)
Damariscove Taxi: Boat transpor
tation needed to Damariscove Island,
Boothbay, for summer caretakers between
June and September. We need ten trips:
can you provide at least one if scheduled
in advance?
Prescribed Burn Crew members
to help Chapter staff conduct burns this
spring at Kennebunk Plains. Must be
physically fit and available on short no
tice. Experience with prescribed burning
or firefighting preferred.
he Chapter Volunteer Program con
tinues to grow - and grow. We are cur
rently compiling a phone/mail list of indi
viduals interested in learning about week
end field projects as they become avail
able through the year. We also have a va
riety of short and long term projects avail
able at every skill level, indoors and out.
If you would like to learn about volunteer
opportunities with the Maine Chapter,
please call or write for our volunteer in
formation package.

T

Conservancy summer staffers Mary
Portner and Cheryl Perusse survey
migrant shorebirds at Seawall Beach. Mary
served as plover/tern warden, and got able
assistance from volunteer substitutes Al
and Tori Avtges, Helen and Walter Norton,
and Joan Newkirk.

VOLUNTEERS! VOLUNTEERS!
Work Parties
his is the offer: You bring the can-do spirit and we’ll supply
the work! Nature Conservancy preserves in Maine are well
cared for and much of the credit goes to hard-working (but happy)
volunteers. Work parties dig right in - literally - to a variety of
tasks. Here are some upcoming opportunities for you to con
sider. For information on any of these work parties, please con
tact Kyle or Nancy at 729-5181.

T

Saco Heath Preserve

Saturday, March 19, 1994, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
The Saco Heath Boardwalk project moves into its second phase
this year. Do you like to work with wood? Have you ever worked
with “plastic lumber?” Here’s your chance to do just that and
learn about this durable recycled product. The day will be spent
at Wood Structures, Inc.’s Biddeford facility, cutting and fasten
ing plastic lumber.
Saturday, April 30, 1994, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Visit the Saco Heath Preserve and see firsthand hundreds of
feet of boardwalk laid down by volunteers over the past year. Be
a part of this gigantic project as we spend the day constructing
more boardwalk. Don’t miss this opportunity to work those win
ter kinks out of your joints.
Douglas Mountain Preserve

Saturday, May 21, 1994, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM.
Spend some time on one of the Maine Chapter’s most popular
preserves. Maine winters have a way of rearranging the land
scape. Help get the trails and mountain back in shape for the
summer rush. We’ll also be putting up a brand new sign and
digging a hole four feet deep and two feet square (you’ll have to
come to the work party to find out what the hole is for).

Mick Lary and Lorraine Ruel nailed down some valuable
volunteer hours during one of four Saco Heath workdays last
fall. Others who worked on the boardwalk project included Betsy
Banks, Brett Davis, Peter and Donna Goulet, Nate Greene, Pam
Morgan, Deborah Sykes, Howard Sylvester, Faith Thibodeau,
Kristen Woodberry, Mark Woodruff, Bowdoin College Greens and
the Bowdoin College Outing Club. These workdays were so
successful, we have scheduled two more this spring.

Waterboro Barrens Preserve

Saturday, June 4, 1994, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Celebrate National Trails Day by helping us create a trail system
at our newest preserve. You’ll have a chance to experience the
beauty of Waterboro Barrens as we clear a trail and build a foot
bridge over a small stream.

Many thanks to the hardy folks who raised the roof on
Damariscove Island - this time, converting the camp at the
harbor's head so that it can be used as a Natural History
Center. Thanks to Peter and Susan MacDougal, Jim and Darcy
Austin, Bruce Babb, Donald Piersol, Richard Sunberg and
Stanley Goodnow for raising rafters, putting in windows and
prodigious feats of shingling. Special thanks to Dick Vogel,
who coordinated the project, and to Poole Bros. Lumber of
Damariscotta for generously donating the materials. We also
want to recognize our substitute caretakers on Damariscove
Island this year: Scott Ringgold and Holly Christoferson, Peter
Frewen and Margaret Rice, John Luoma and Cathy Johnson,
Don Hendrich and Lynn Jenness.

Maine Legacy, Winter 1994-9

O

ur schedule of field trips for
1994 promises to be among
the best ever. We highly recom
mend these trips as a way of learn
ing about Nature Conservancy pre
serves and sharing the great plea
sures of the outdoors with some
very nice people. We have taken
suggestions from Maine Chapter
members to heart in planning and
scheduling trips. Look for more
trips in upcoming newsletters.

1.

Spring
1994
Field
Trips

Skis on Saco Heath
Fiddleheads and floodplains are
promised for our May canoe trip
along the Upper Kennebec River.
If participants are particularly
observant, they’ll be able to spot
Native American petroglyphs on
the way to the Indian and Fowl
Meadows Islands Preserve.

Saturday, February 26, 1994 9:00 a m. to 12:00 noon
Our cross-country ski adventure across Saco Heath
Preserve will be a great opportunity for novice or
intermediate skiers to experience the mystery and
romance of Saco’s urban wilderness. Listen carefully. You
may hear a coyote howl. Leaders: Kyle Stockwell, Land
Steward, and Nate Green, Naturalist.

2 .

Mother’s Day: Spring Flowers/Spring Birds

Sunday, May 8, 1994 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Give your mother flowers this Mother’s Day - and song
birds! Join us for a leisurely walk at the Sucker Brook
Preserve just west of Kezar Lake. We’ll explore Sucker
Brook and the marshes of tiny Moose Pond as we look for
warblers and wildflowers. Leaders: Richard Eakin, Orni
thologist and Professor, Westbrook College, and Joshua
Royte, Botanist and Environmental Consultant

3 .

Ferns To Floodplains

Sunday, May 22, 1994 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Bring your own canoe, paddles, life preservers and lunches
for a trip to Indian and Fowl Meadows Islands Preserve in
Emden, located in the quiet reaches of the Upper Kennebec
River. The river trip between Solon and North Anson is
over fast flatwater. We will stop for lunch, fiddleheads and
early spring wildflowers. Leader: Janet McMahon, Maine
Chapter Conservation Planner.

Field Trip Reservation Guidelines
Reservations: A must. PLEASE CALL the Maine Chapter
at (207) 729-5181 during business hours. Space is
limited to 15 persons per trip and phone reservations are
accepted strictly on a first come, first served basis. If
space is available when you call, you will be asked to
send in the fee.
Fee: Non-refundable $15 per person, adult or child.
Weather: Trips will be held rain, shine or snow - so
please dress appropriately (ask if you are not sure).
Bring a beverage, lunch or snacks depending on the
time.
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Wish List

C

onservancy members continue to be extremely generous in
providing the Maine Chapter with the tools we need to pro
tect Maine's special places. Thanks to Dr. John H. Kanwit of
Topsham who recently donated a tabletop photocopier, Ms. Sandra
Garson of Brunswick who gave us a fax machine, and Matthew
and Denly Reynolds of Durham who donated a desktop computer.
Those items will help outfit our new satellite office in York County.
Thanks also to Mrs. Halsey Smith of Freeport for wooden oars
and Maine Sport Outfitters, Rockland, for two life preservers, Andy
Graham of Slide Works of Portland for donating his staff’s time and
expertise to produce an exceptional series of slides for our staff,
and to Mr. Barton Wood for several field guides and natural his
tory identification books.

W

e are also looking for the following items in good condition.
Can you help?

Hand Tools: Lopping shears, bow saws, shovels, weed
whackers, large crow bars, sledge hammers/mauls, chain saw with
accessories, chainsaw legging chaps, hardhat with face and ear pro
tection, soil auger.
Field Equipment: Bike rack for the Saco Heath parking lot,
boat trailer for 14' skiff, 20 or 25 HP outboard motor, Havahart
traps large enough for skunks and racoons, 4-wheel drive recentmodel pick-up truck, current model cellular phone.
Office Equipment: Office furniture (desk, chairs, tables, fil
ing cabinets, shelves, etc.) for new satellite office, VCR, portable
electric space heaters, 386 lap top or desktop computer, phone
answering machine, recent model dissecting microscope.
Special: Waterboro/Shapleigh/Sanford/Saco area: Six to 12
months donated office space. Also, donated or inexpensive hous
ing for graduate student working at Waterboro Barrens, May August.

Recent Gift

Alison Lurie Donates York Property as Tradeland
lison Lurie, well-known novelist and
Cornell University professor, has
given the Chapter a building lot in the
town of York valued at $20,000, which we
have gratefully accepted.
Because the property, a two-acre lot in a
residential neighborhood, lacks special
ecological significance, we intend to sell
it as a “Tradeland.” Through the
Tradelands Program, we accept gifts of
properties not suitable for nature preserves
and resell the properties, using the funds
to purchase Maine lands of greater eco
logical significance.
Professor Lurie’s generous gift illustrates
how the Tradelands Program can benefit
both the landowner and the Conservancy.
Several years ago, Ms. Lurie inherited the
York property from her parents, Mr. and

A

Memorial Gifts
Barbara Atwood

Tom and Diana Allen

Mrs. Harry Lurie of New York City, who
had been Maine summer residents. Since
Professor Lurie lives in New York State,
and cannot often visit Maine, she was not
able to use the property. She was, how
ever, responsible for maintaining it and
paying property tax.
Last year, Professor Lurie incurred a sub
stantial capital gain, which would be sub
ject to a sizeable capital gains tax on her
1993 tax return. Ms. Lurie realized that a
charitable gift of her Maine property might
generate a large tax deduction, which she
could use to mitigate the effect of the capi
tal gains tax she was due to incur. Be
cause she supports the Conservancy’s
work, Ms. Lurie asked us about such a gift.
As is usual with potential tradelands, we
inspected the property to evaluate its eco

We

are grateful for..

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Gottlieb

Executive Staff and Secretaries
Werner Kramarsky
Katharine N. Lapp
Ruth Lord
George Michas
National Council of Crime
and Delinquency
Peter G. Powers
Marsha Shaines
Smithsonian Institution
Alan and Patricia Ullberg
Mildred and George Weissman
Philanthropic Fund
Whitman Breed Abbott and
Morgan

David Kayser

Robert J. Pugley

Mr. and Mrs. Charles
R Bradford

Mrs. E. K. Greenlaw
Elizabeth Brennan

Andrew C. Moll
Diana Brinkman

Turner Pond Club, Inc.
Charles W. Churchill

Richard and Gail Hattan
George Feick

Alice Graefe
Betty Gadbois

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Trudeau
Dale Jack

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Haas
George Mendall
Mr. and Mrs. Harold W.
Crepon
Rev. Odeen Peterson

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Owens

logical significance. After determining
that it was not suitable for protection as
a nature preserve, an appraisal and soil
test showed that the property should be
suitable for sale as a residential lot. We
informed Ms. Lurie that we would be de
lighted to accept a gift of the land.
The Tradeland transaction is good for
all concerned: Ms. Lurie no longer bears
costs of owning the land; she has avoided
the large capital gains tax that she would
have paid had she sold the land; and she
has earned a large tax deduction which
will serve to shelter her 1993 capital gain.
Through Ms. Lurie’s generosity, the Maine
Chapter has acquired a valuable asset
which should generate handsome pro
ceeds, which we will put to work pro
tecting Maine’s natural heritage.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Barnes
Richard Saltonstall, Jr.

Mrs. George Lewis, Jr.
Mary R. Saltonstall
Richard Saltonstall
Charitable Foundation

Philip Powers

Col. Bert S. Sanborn
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American Beagle
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Roger Seely
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Ducktrap River Fish Farm
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H. M. Payson and Company
Newmans Own, Inc.
The Iron Morse Bookstore
Foundation Support
Aldermere Foundation
Baldwin Foundation
Dragon Foundation
Clarence and Anne Dillon
Dunwalke Trust
Fisher Fund
Lucia P Fulton Foundation
Margaret N. Forsythe
Charitable Trust
Daniel and Wilma Horner

Foundation
Kresge Foundation
Grace R. and Alan D.
Marcus Foundation
Stewart R. Mott Charitable
Trust
Elaine E. and Frank T. Powers
Foundation
The Rust Foundation
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
Other Organizational Support
Friends of Nature Conservation
Saco Bay Rotary Club ■
The Woodfords Club
New Life Members
Margaret R Stewart
Barton W. Wood
Matching Gifts Organizations
Certainteed Corporation
Foundation
Champion International
Corporation
Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation
Chubb and Son, Inc.
Corning Incorporated
Foundation
Digital Equipment
Corporation
John Hancock Charitable Trust
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Maine Chapter
Gains Field Staff
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he Maine Chapter has extended
its reach and bolstered its staff.
Jim Dow has chosen to leave his po
sition as Director of Protection to
move up the coast. Jim will continue
as the Chapter’s Downeast Field Rep
resentative working on land protec
tion and related projects from an of
fice in Blue Hill .
Roberta Jordan assumed the posi
tion of Director of Land Protection
this fall. Roberta had served as Land
Protection Specialist. Prior to joining
the Conservancy, she worked as a
land agent for The Trust for New
Hampshire Lands.
A new satellite office will also be
located in York County. Nancy Sferra
has joined the Maine Chapter staff as

T

Nancy Sferra, the
Maine Chapter’s new
Southern Maine Pre
serves Manager.
Southern Maine Pre
serves Manager.
Nancy comes to us
from the Nature
C o n s e r v a n c y ’s
Michigan Chapter
where she served as
Land Steward and
oversaw the management of 10,000 acres in 34
preserves. She has also worked as a field bi
ologist for the Massachusetts Audubon Soci
ety. She holds a B.S in Wildlife Management
and an M.S. in Biology from Eastern Kentucky
University. Her new duties include stewardship
of the Waterboro Barrens, Saco Heath,
Kennebunk Plains, Douglas Mountain and
Shapleigh Woods preserves.

Nature Conservancy Preserves Featured
In Paquette Exhibition
M ain e C h a p te r To H o st R o ck p o rt R e c e p tio n Sunday, A pril 10

ortland artist Tom Paquette
takes his inspiration from nature.
In recent years, he has hiked Nature
Conservancy preserves in Maine, paus
ing along the way to make preparatory
drawings for his paintings. Many of
these paintings, including oil paintings
of Great Wass Island, Waterboro Bar
rens, Big Reed Forest Reserve, Bald
Head and Saco Heath will be shown
this spring at Maine Coast Artists in
Rockport. Plan to join us for a mem
bers’ reception from 4 to 6 p.m. Sun
day, April 10. Meet Tom and Maine
Tom Paquette works on a canvas of Bald Head Chapter staff. Contemplate the nature
Preserve destined for the Maine Coast Artist of Art and the art in Nature.
show running April 9 - 28.
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